September 30, 2025

Former Judges’ Statement on the James Comey Prosecution

The rights and liberties of Americans are protected by the Constitution and the Rule of Law.
Those rights and liberties of every American are in grave danger today, as President Donald
Trump continues to corruptly abuse the power of his office by directing the United States
Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to target his critics and his
perceived political enemies for investigation and criminal prosecution. His every threat and
every pretextual investigation and prosecution further corrupts America’s democracy and Rule of
Law.

In the United States of America, the Constitution forbids President Trump from ordering the
unfounded prosecution of his perceived political adversaries and his critics. While the
Constitution does not prevent President Trump from firing federal prosecutors, no prosecutor
should ever be fired for refusing to bring baseless charges against President Trump’s political
adversaries and critics. Yet that is exactly what Donald Trump has done. He has fired his own
prosecutors because they refused to pursue criminal charges against Americans for whom he
harbors personal animus and then he has immediately installed handpicked replacements who
have pursued the investigations or indictments that their predecessors declined to bring, despite
reportedly having been told that there was insufficient evidence to bring charges.

As a consequence of President Trump’s actions over the past nine months that he has been in the
presidency, no American is safe from criminal prosecution, regardless of whether they have
violated the law and regardless of their political or ideological views.

For the first time in American history, the bedrock First Amendment right of American citizens
to disagree with their president and their government and to express their views and opinions on
any matter they wish — including their president — is under unprecedented attack by the
President of the United States.

All Americans have an obligation as citizens of this great country to speak out against this
unprecedented attack on our freedom of speech and to demand that Donald Trump’s attacks on
our right to speak freely without fear of being persecuted and prosecuted by our government
must stop now.
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